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Dear Convener 
 
 
NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ADULTS WITH 
INCAPACITY (SCOTLAND) ACT 2000, PART 4, CODE OF PRACTICE 
 
As you know the UK Government is undertaking a significant programme of reform 
across the welfare state.  At the heart of those changes lies the introduction of the 
Universal Credit. The Universal Credit will be an integrated working-age benefit 
that will provide a basic allowance with additional elements for children, disability, 
housing and caring.  It will support people in and out of work, replacing Working 
Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, Income Support, Income-based 
Jobseekers Allowance and income related Employment and Support Allowance.  
Universal Credit will be introduced progressively over a number of years starting in 
April 2013. 
 
The Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, Part 4 was updated due to these 
legislation changes. Following from this it was identified that subsequent changes 
to the code of practice were necessary to reflect the changes in legislation. 
Appendix 1 of the code of practice refers to particular benefits which cannot be 
managed under the act. An update of the names of benefits is necessary to reflect 
changes throughout the legislation. 
 
We propose to also change Appendix 6  which gives examples of how resident’s 
finances can be used.  A short consultation was held with relevant bodies that 
have an interest. This included: Care Inspectorate, Mental Welfare Commision, 
Office of Public Guardian, Local Authority and an adviser from the Chief Social 
Worker division.  The proposed changes are being made to ensure the context for 
all expenditure decisions is clear and to also emphasise the need for purchases to 
enhance quality of life and in keeping with the resident’s particular likes.   
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Once the changes to the code of practice have been laid in parliament Scottish 
Government officials will be looking to raise awareness of part 4 of the Act with 
relevant bodies. 
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